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BIOMORPHISM
“BIOMORPHISM,” as defined by Matthew Baigell in his book, Dictionary of American Art, is a rubric associated with early ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONISM that includes the work of WILLIAM BAZIOTES, ADOLPH GOTTLIEB, CLYFFORD STILL, JACKSON POLLOCK, MARK ROTHKO, THEORDOROS STAMOS, and ARSHILE GORKY.  It developed from the Surrealist art of Andre Masson, Joan Miro, and Jean Arp as well as from the works of Constantine Brancusi and Wassily Kandinsky.  Characteristics of this type of painting include organic, rather than geometrical, forms and tendril-like lines.  Shapes often seem to be in the process of metamorphosis from amoeba-like configurations, which may appear to be water- or air-borne.  Automatism as a means of access to the unconscious is basic to Biomorphism.  Content may range from the erotic, to the prehistoric, to the primitive, to the vegetal and floral.  Lit.:  Lawrence Alloway, Topics in American Art Since 1945,1975.
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